
   

Peace, Pastor Meredith 

 
Winter Haven, Florida 

January 2010 

A Monthly Newsletter Published by 
Beymer Memorial - a United Methodist Family                                                           

          Last year I shared with all of you my own challenge and commitment to get 
healthy.  I shared that goal with you, because I knew I needed your help, your 
prayers, and your encouragement along the way.  I also needed the accountability 
that comes when other people know what is in your heart.  Any of us can make the 
decision to change something in our lives, in our selves.  But, if we never tell anyone, 
no one will be there to help catch us when we fall. 
     [ŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΧǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦŀƛƭΦ  DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ 

better for us.  Our loved ones want better for us.  And we should want better for ourselves.  Reach-
ing out to others helps keep us on the journey.  For myself, the changes I am seeking are not changes 
that come overnight.  It is a long journey, and I still need your help. 
     I am happy to report that 2010 finds me 50 pounds lighter than the year before.  My knee no 
longer hurts.  My blood work shows that most all my numbers are back in the normal range.  Thank 
you to those who challenged me to get to the gym.  Thank you to those who purposely brought 
άƘŜŀƭǘƘȅέ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
those who have been praying for me.  Thank you to those who have noticed the difference my hard 
work has made.  
     /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƻǾŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ  LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  LΩƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ǿŀǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǿƘƻ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ōŜΦ  !ƴŘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ LΩƳ ƳƛƴŜ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŜƴŜƳȅΦ 
     {ƻǳƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΚ  L ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǿŜ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΣ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ 
haul.  We love quick fixes.  We love easy closure.  We are great at backsliding.  How many times have 
you and I vowed to lose the weight, organize the closets, quit smoking, get back into being active in 
church, and no sooner do we make progress do we also give up?  We let a little time go by.  We start 
all over again. 
     I read something this fall that really struck me.  It was a quote from Mike Slaughter where he said, 
ά¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜǇ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊΦέ  ²ƻǿΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŀƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ŘƛŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ŀ άƴŜǿέ 
devotional practice.  Typically we celebrate that we serve a God of second chances and fresh starts.  
!ƴŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ 
not to do the real hard work of change and growth in our lives.   
     5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀǎ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘΣ άŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  bƻ 
true transformation in our lives comes instantly or easily.  We must keep plodding forward, espe-
Ŏƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǎΦ  {ƻ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎȅƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  tŜǊπ
ƘŀǇǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  bƻǿΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΧƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ 
for us. 
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From:   Pastor Robert Cox 

 Children & Youth News  

Kids Club Going to the Circus in January 
 

Pastor Robert has less than 20 tickets to the new Ringling Brothers and 
Barnum & Bailey Illuscination, a fantasy-filled world where thrills, wonder-
ment and magic intersect with unparalleled power of imagination. 
 
Ticket are $10 each for the January 16th, 2:00 pm show at the Lakeland 
Center. See Pastor Robert now for your tickets. 

LǘΩǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ 
Each year on Super Bowl Sun-
day, students take up a collec-
tion, asking each worshipper 
for donations of one dollar or 
one non-perishable food item 
for those in need.  Souper 
Bowl of Caring provides the 
resource materials you need 
at no cost, to help you carry 
out your collection. 

 

LǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭΦ 
Young people develop a 

stronger connection to their 
community by learning about 
local needs and giving 100% 

of their donations to the 
charity they choose. 

Last year, $10.2 million was 
donated to charities that-

provide shelter to the 
homeless, food to the 

hungry and compassion 
to those in need. 

It unites. 
Since the Souper Bowl of 

Caring began with one youth 
group, this youth-led mission 
has generated more than $60 

million for local charities 
across the country. 

When your church reports, 
they demonstrate the 

powerful impact young 
people can make when they 

put their faith into action.  

JOIN CONGREGATIONS ACROSS 
AMERICA on FEBRUARY 7th! 

Kaleb Christopher Grey 
 

son of Alan & Tammy Hawkins Grey 

and grandson of Bill & Patty Hawkins 

Born:  12/6/09 @ 8:45 p.m. 

8 lbs. 11 oz., 21-1/2ó long 
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We ended 2009 with a special chapel led by the Kindergarten class.  They 

did a beautiful job re -enacting the events of the first Christmas morning.  

We were delighted by all of the parents who joined us for chapel, class-

room parties, and Santa visits during our last week before the holiday 

break.  

 Santa and Mrs. Claus (Chuck and Edna Fisher) graciously spent two 

days with us during the busy pre -Christmas rush.  They patiently gave each 

child a chance to whisper their Christmas wishes to Santa and have a pic-

ture taken on his lap.  

 This month will find the Four year old classes headed to Lowry Park Zoo, following a 

week of learning about animals native to the state of Florida.  The Kindergartners have plans 

to visit Sea World to complete their unit on sea life.  

 In just a few weeks we will begin registration for the 2010 -2011 school year!  Please let 

your friends and family members know about our preschool and 

kindergarten program.  Members of the church receive a discount 

on tuition!  

 We have a very exciting visitor planned for March.  Nation-

ally known singer/songwriter, Jack Hartmann will perform for our 

Beymer children! Jack has recorded over 500 songs on 25 albums 

with music that teaches young children.  Thank you for the contri-

butions that you have faithfully made to our Box Top collection, 

which have made this very special program possible!  

 From all the Preschool staff and students, we wish the mem-

bers of Beymer Church abundant blessings in the year ahead!  

Lori Roe, Director of Preschool and Kindergarten  

We left our shoe out for St. Nick and he put a cookie in 
our shoe.   Did anyone see which way he went?  

Emma and Lucy are painting a surprise  
for Mom and Dad.  

Kaidyn, baking a gingerbread boy!  

PRAYER REQUEST. . .Please keep in your prayers not only our Beymer Preschool, but our Inwood Tutoring students 
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