
   

Peace, Pastor Meredith 

May 2010 

re·new  \ri -ԋnü, -ԋnyü\  verb     1 : to make like new : restore to freshness, vigor, or 

perfection <as we renew our strength in sleep>      2 : to make new spiritually : 

REGENERATE             3 a : to restore to existence : REVIVE  b : to make extensive 

changes in : REBUILD   
 

No, this is not simply a vocabulary lesson.  Consider it an explanation and an invi-
tation.  As you read those words defining what it means to be renewed, I imag-
ƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ǎƛƎƘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ άōƻȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ƴƛŎŜΦέ  [ƛŦŜ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǎƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  ²Ŝ ƭŀōƻǊ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ Řŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

our responsibilities, relationships, appointments, and obligations.   Rarely do we take the time to 
ǎǘƻǇ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ŦǳŜƭ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ 
 I am reminded of a description Max Lucado gives in his book Come Thirsty of a mythical town 
where the people push their cars around town instead of sitting behind the wheel.  They start the 
engines alright, but then they shift the gears into neutral, get out, and push.  Instead of relying on 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦ  ²Ŝ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
time.  Perhaps we pray the prayer, but get straight to doing things our own way before God has a 
ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΦ  hǊ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΦ  !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
lower my fuel tank gets, the more likely I will just keep pushing instead of pausing to get refilled. 
L ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ 
prayers of so many, and absolutely the grace and mercy of God.  But, with all my family has faced I 
think I have been running on a combination of prayer, grace, and adrenaline for a long time.  It is 
time to fill up the tank again.  I need to be renewed. 
 Thankfully, in the United Methodist Church we have a way for that to happen.  Clergy persons 
who have served at least six years in ministry are eligible to take spiritual renewal leave upon the ap-
proval of the district superintendent, the Staff Parish Relations Committee, and the Church Council.  
Two of those three hoops have been jumped already, and the third will be addressed at our next 
Church Council meeting, which will allow me to take some leave time this summer once our new 
staff persons have come on board.  The Conference will pay for an interim pastor to fill the pulpit 
and assist with pastoral care while I am on leave.  You will most assuredly be in good loving hands.  I 
appreciate the opportunity to regroup,  restore, and rejuvenate.  It is a precious gift. 
 I said this was an invitation, as well.  God knows we all need to be made new, time and again.  
L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  {ǘƛƭƭΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ {ŀōōŀǘƘ Ƴƻπ
ments throughout our daily lives that provide for us the rest and renewal we need.  How does your 
body, your mind, your spirit need to be fed?  Is your tank running on empty?  The summer is quickly 
approaching, and it offers a perfect opportunity to slow down and take time you need to center 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ 
and laughter.  It is a great time to be renewed even if it is a day here an hour there. 
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From:   Pastor Robert Cox 

 Children & Youth News  

Join the Beymer Family for Fun, Sun and Music May 15 
 

Wet n Wild in Orlando will host Waves of Glory on Saturday, 
May 15 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Pastor Robert has 25 tickets for the 
park and the Battle of the Christian bands, which starts at noon.  Tickets are 
$25 per person and gives you access to the entire park and all rides and the 
concerts.  We will take the vans, if anyone is interested. 

Please see Pastor Robert for your tickets or call Margie in the church office at 294-3186. 

The honor of your presence is requested 

at an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for 

Kevin J. Baker 

at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 2, 2010 

in the Beymer MUMC Sanctuary 
 

A reception will follow in the Scout House. 

Cadette & Senior Girl Scout Troop 16 sent Girl Scout Cookies and a flag to Nicholas Tillman, one 
of our military men serving in Afghanistan.  Nicholas is a former scout from BS Troop 123 where 
his family is still active. 
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